THE/UNITED STATES CONSTITUT ION:

The opening three words to the Constitution re-
echo the theme of the Declaration that the people
are sovereign. This was a completely novel type

REAMBLE of government at that time.

The Constitution -governs . the
government and the government
governs the nation.

AITIC]C I Leglslatlve Brallch : Article I comprises over han the Constitution
and contains instructions for the most powerful
Sec’uon I: LegISIauve power . branch: Legislative. The first three articles
Section 2: House of Representatives independently describe the thre branches, a
Section 3: Senate signal that they should be separate powers.
Section 4: Times and places of election and assembly N
Section 5: Organization of Congress | List of 20 authorized expenditures here.
Section 6: Compensation and privileges
‘Section 7: Legislative process
Section 8: Enumerated powers
Section 9: Restrictions on powers ("mini b111 of rights")
Section 10: Restrictions on states

The second most powerful branch contains five
basic powers: .
Artl01€ II: Executive Branch <€ ®  Executive or the power to enforce laws
Section 1: Organization of executive branch Power to veto laws
Authority to act as Commander-in-Chief
Section 2: Executive powers Diplomatic powers
Section 3: Executive powers and Congress

Authority to grant pardons or reprieves
Section 4: Impeachment '

Alexander Hamilton described  this
« : branch as the weakest because it has no

' Article III: Judicial Branch < : power to act on its own. Tocqueville
R ) : . Bl t marveled that the Judicial branch was
Section 1: Organization of judicial branch - " giveli power over the Constitittion, it was |
Section 2: Judicial jurisdictions uncommon in Europe to give the courts .
A such. power. Originally this branch was
Section 3: Treason intended to be used very sparingly, the

other branches were expected to interpret
the constitution for themselves

‘Article IV: State relationships
Sect;.lon i Fu'll.fa:lth and c'red1t + This was the azticle fhat
Section 2: Privileges and immunities * | fulfilled the promise for a

. . s e . ! more perfect union. It
Section 3: Admission requirements ot e s s

Section 4: Republic guaranteed and protected in each state | for the sates o act as a

union.
)  This s perhaps the first :
Article V: Amendment processW constitution in history to have a ¢
: B ’ built-in correction mechanism.
It was meant to be changed in

Article VI: Supremacy clause an orderly fashion, not by
decree or apathy.

Article VII: Ratification 7process"‘

The Constitution grants few powers to the federal
government but these powers must be absolute,

otherwise there would be no reason for a federal
government.

Here is the fulfillment of the
promise in the Declaration® that
government derives its just powers
from the consent of the governed.
Two thirds majority vote was the
minimum for ratification.
Eventually all 13 states ratified.




POLITICAL SCIENCE PRINCIPLES OF THE
FOUNDERS

The Declaration of Independence
model is expanded in greater detail
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DECLARATION MODEL with the political science principles
understood by the founders.
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' h Montesquieu, a key inspiration
" to the founders, stressed that -
these three powers must be kept
- separate, otherwise tyranny
Paytial mixture between results. This is distribution ‘of
Partial mixture, today known Eigl-sgtfm i odtiiad powers on a horizontal plane -
7 ampies: .
as “checks and balances,” play g 5. among the three branches
s s T Article II:2:3
a vital role in stabilizing the Article I'3:6 shown above.
pOwers. :
The separation of powers in the
The family is the vertical plane is shown below.
fundamental nucleus of The vertical distribution of
. soeiety / powers from local to national
* a .
government is also known as

federalism.
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